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Electronic Work Meeting Minutes
 
Town Board Members Present:  Mayor Bob Kowallis; Presiding; Wayne Winterton, Brent Broadhead,  Dennis McKenzie, &  Brenda Kozlowski
Staff:  Ramie Winterton, Town Recorder; Brian Preece, Town Planner
Public: None
Meeting called to order at 7:50 p.m. 
Public Works Position Discussion : Mayor Kowallis opened the meeting by stating that Ramie Winterton and Brian Preece would be included in this meeting to ensure proper procedure would be followed.  Also, due to Brenda Kozlowski’s physical presence the meeting was no longer considered electronic.  He stated that the last meeting was wrought with emotion and not productive for several reasons.  The discussion would be held in an open meeting due to the fact that an Executive Session was not advertised on the agenda.  Mayor Kowallis continued stating that the issue at hand is who is most qualified for the public works job and then he opened the meeting for discussion.  
Wayne Winterton then stated that he had a complaint against Brent Broadhead for violating the confidentiality of a Closed Executive Session.  Wayne alleged that Brent had gone to David Hendricksen, a candidate for the public works position, and told him the concerns Brenda and Wayne had expressed during a Closed Executive Session.  Wayne also stated that he had a witness to Brent’s violation and that this behavior was unethical.  Brent Broadhead protested and said that he had told David Hendricksen that David would have to satisfy Wayne and Brenda in order to get the job.  Mayor Kowallis asked that the topic be brought back to the public works position but Wayne and Brenda protested saying they wanted the topic addressed at that moment.  
Brend Kozlowski then announced that she would like to file a formal complaint, on the record, against Brent for the improper disclosure of information that was discussed during a Closed Executive Session.  Mayor Kowallis then admitted that he was also guilty of disclosing protected information to a candidate for the public works position after their November 6th Closed Executive Session.  He continued saying that if there were sanctions against Brent there would need to be sanctions against him as well.  The comment was made “So let it be written, so let it be done,” and the meeting continued.  
Mayor Kowallis then asked who was the most qualified between Josh McKnight and David Hendricksen.  At this point Brian Preece asked if this was a continuation of another meeting.  The indication was that it was.  Brian recommended that the Board risk going into Closed Executive Session despite it not being noticed in order to discuss the competency of a current employee for the Town who is a candidate for the full-time position.  Wayne Winterton pointed out that it seemed futile to go into Closed Executive Session when what is said in there was discussed outside of the meeting anyway. He stated that he was very angry about this and feels like damage was done to his relationship with David Hendricksen by the Mayor and Brent’s actions. That Wayne had been friends with David Henricksen his whole life and the information in question should 
never have left the Board Room.  The Mayor again admitted he was guilty of breaching the confidentiality of a Closed Executive Session. With that a motion to close the meeting was made by Brenda Kozlowski, seconded by Dennis McKenzie and the voting was unanimous. The meeting was closed at 7:58 p.m.  
Vote on Public Works Hire: A motion to come out of Executive Session was made at 8:42 p.m. by Brenda Kozlowski, which was seconded by Dennis McKenzie.  Voting was unanimous.  
Mayor Kowallis then asked the Board Members to express their wishes at that time.  A motion was made to direct the Mayor to hire Josh McKnight as the Public Works Employee by Brenda Kozlowski, seconded by Dennis McKenzie.  The vote is as follows:
YES
           NO           ABSTAIN        
Board Member Brent Broadhead
 

X
Board Member Dennis McKenzie
   X
Board Member Brenda Kozlowski
   X
Board Member Wayne Winterton
   X
Mayor Bob Kowallis    



X 

 

More discussion was had about the Mayor refusing to hire Josh McKnight and instead negating the Boards directive and hiring David Hendricksen.  Concerns were mentioned about the Mayor not being able to have an objective relationship with David due to their friendship.  The Mayor admitted he was friends with David but that he would make sure that each of the Board Member’s areas of responsibility were addressed.  The Mayor repeatedly stated that hiring David Hendricksen was the right thing to do.  This was challenged by Dennis McKenzie who pointed out that three members of the Board are disagreeing with the Mayor about what was right in this situation.  Dennis again protested that the Mayor keeps bringing issues back before the Board, even though they have been voted on, until the Mayor gets the decision he wants.  
With that the Mayor stated that he was refusing to follow the directive of the Board in hiring Josh McKnight.  But would exercise his executive powers and hire David Hendricksen against their wishes.  

A motion to direct the Mayor to NOT hire David Hendricksen was made by Dennis McKenzie and seconded by Brenda Kozlowski.  The voting is as follows:

YES
           NO           ABSTAIN        
Board Member Brent Broadhead
 

X
Board Member Dennis McKenzie
   X
Board Member Brenda Kozlowski
   X
Board Member Wayne Winterton


X
Mayor Bob Kowallis     

 

X
Wayne Winterton qualified his change of vote saying he did not want to drive the Town into a legal battle.  Dennis McKenzie left in protest against the Mayor’s disregarding of the Board’s decision.
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.



Submitted by Ramie Winterton

 







_________________________

